14                     JOHN MARSHALL
Such was the environment of Thomas Marshall's birth, such the property, family, and station in life of his father. Beyond these facts, nothing positively is known of the ancestry of John Marshall on his father's side. Marshall himself traces it no further back than his grandfather. "My Father, Thomas Marshall, was the eldest son of John Marshall, who intermarried with a Miss Markham and whose parents migrated from Wales, and settled in the county of Westmoreland, in Virginia, where my Father was born.35 l
It is probable, however, that Marshall's paternal great-grandfather was a carpenter of Westmoreland County. A Thomas Marshall, "carpenter," as he describes himself in his will, died in that county in 1704. He devised his land to his son William. A William Marshall of King and Queen County deeded to John Marshall "of the forest/5 for five shillings, the two hundred acres of land in Westmoreland County, as above stated.2 The fair inference is that this William was the elder brother of John "of the forest55 and that both were sons of Thomas the "carpenter.55
Beyond his paternal grandfather or at furthest his great-grandfather, therefore, the ancestry of John Marshall, on his father's side, is lost in the fogs of uncertainty.3 It is only positively known that
1  Autobiography. Marshall gives the ancestry of his wife more fully and specifically.  See infra, chap. v.
2  Will of Thomas Marshall, " carpenter," probated May 31, 1704; Records of Westmoreland County, Deeds and Wills, iii, 232 et seq. (Appendix I.)
8 Most curiously, precisely this is true of Thomas Jefferson's paternal ancestry.